
I really didn’t plan for things to work out 
this way,” Mark Hudecek explained to 
me over coffee one recent morning as 

he discussed the family business, Hudecek 
Cement. 

Mark took the helm seven years ago when 
his father was diagnosed with cancer. “The 
company is now over 60 years old and having 
worked with my father since I was 13, it was 
the logical conclusion that I should handle 
the family business,” he remarked.

“It soon became apparent that although 
Dad was going to recover, it was up to me to 
continue the business,” Mark added. “At that 
point, I decided I was going to re-create the 
business to reflect 21st century tastes.” 

Together with his wife, Julie—who left 
the corporate world to bring her expertise to 
the company—his brother, who is his “right 
hand,” his father, Richard, who still comes 
to work every day, and his mother, who is 
president and keep the books, Hudecek 
Cement is truly the story of an American 
family business.

Mark has taken his amazingly artistic 
eye and combined it with the pride in 
craftsmanship and quality that has kept 
Hudecek Cement a leader in residential 
patios, driveways and walkways since it was 
founded in 1946. One look at his portfolio 
and you realize that this man is not your 
average concrete guy by anyone’s definition. 

He constantly attends classes to stay up-
to-date on leading-edge concrete methods.  
Mark walked me through page after page of 
utterly beautiful patios, walkways and drives. 
Some were stamped, some were overlays, 
and some were engraved. 

All were stunning.
I told him that my own impression of 

stamped concrete was that many times it 
didn’t look natural. Often you see the same 
pattern repeated too frequently and the finish 
too glossy to look real. Mark offered that the 
key to a beautiful job is to pick a “stamp” 

style that is in keeping with the home and its 
surroundings. 

The choices seem to be limitless and 
include everything from brick and flagstone 
to cobblestone and more. Then it’s important 
to choose a color palate that complements 
both the home and the pattern.  

To create a natural feel requires the touch 
of a true craftsman. Mark’s folks carefully 
mold the surface in a manner that provides a 
natural look. What is revealed after the mold 
is removed is a surface that rivals stone or 
brick—for thousands of dollars less. 

When compared to pavers, you get no 
weeds growing in the middle of you new 
patio the following year, and no shifting or 
movement that can result in a wavy surface 
to walk on as the surface ages. And concrete 
costs about half the price of pavers. Just the 
type of value most people are looking for 
today.

“People frequently express a concern that 
their new patio, walk or drive will crack 
over time. And with some companies who 
pour concrete patios, that may be true,” 
Mark explained, correcting a frequent 
misunderstanding about concrete. “While 
many companies just use wire reinforcement 
for patios and walks, we use a dense grade 
of concrete and rebar as well. We build your 
patio like we would build a driveway or road, 
to support weight and traffic in all seasons. 
That means our customers enjoy a job that 
really lasts with a minimum of fuss.”

Afterward, a final coat of sealant is applied 
to protect the surface and ensure a long life. 
Homeowners can choose a matt finish that 
creates a very natural look, or a gloss finish 
that is very easy to clean. 

Hudecek Cement also installs outdoor bars 
and grilles, custom concrete kitchen and bath 
countertops, and even cool overlays, like the 
kitchen floor shown in the accompanying 
photo, to create the popular organic look so 
many designers are after these days.

If you would like to have a conversation 
with Mark to discuss the beautiful 
possibilities for your yard, you may call him 
at 216-956-6744 for a free estimate, or visit 
www.hudecekcement.com But you better 
hurry, because now that word is getting out 
about his talents, Mark’s schedule will be 
filling up fast.

Find out how Mark 

Hudecek of the family-

owned Hudecek Cement 

has taken traditional gray 

concrete and elevated it 

to an art form. 
Concrete has come a long way since its birth as a traditional driveway application. Hudecek Cement specializes in 
transforming what once was considered ordinary into the extraordinary. 
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Hudecek Cement’s talents also include 
custom concrete countertops and floors.


